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c. Certifying the eligibility of individuals who file for candidacy. 
d. Enforcing the deadline for candidate filing. 
e. Conducting a meeting to explain the election rules with all candidates.      
f. Supervising the election (this includes, but is not limited to, investigation of 

grievances and ensuring a fair election). 
g. Ensuring that campaign materials are removed after the conclusion of elections. 
h. Ensuring that candidates are notified of the results in a timely manner. 

7. The duties of the Election Committee are inclusive of, but not limited to, these specific 
duties. The Committee should make every effort to ensure a fair election.  
 

Section 2: Election Dates 

1. The Elections Commission shall submit to a Writ of Election detailing the schedule of 



3 
 

3. Fall/Freshmen Elections: This election will be held during the fall semester during the 
month of October. Freshmen and Graduate School Senators will be elected during these 
elections. 

a. Applications for Freshmen and Graduate School senator positions shall become 
available on the Wednesday following Labor Day. The applications shall be due the 
Friday of the following week by noon. An advertisement shall be made according to 
the MPSP each week the application is available. 

b. A Mandatory Candidate Orientation shall occur within one week following the 
application deadline. No campaigning may begin prior to the completion of the 
Orientation. Party Petitions shall become available after the Mandatory Candidate 
Orientation and shall be due no later than five business days following the Candidate 
Orientation.  

c. The elections shall begin on a Wednesday and conclude on a Thursday. Fifteen days 
must elapse between the first announcement of candidates and the first day of 
elections. A candidate’s list must be distributed according to the MPSP each week of 
the campaign period.  

4. Referenda and Constitutional Amendments: Referenda and Constitutional Amendments may 
be voted on during either election. 

5. 
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7. Candidates for Big Three and College President seats are to be elected by a majority of 
participating voters. College Senators are to be elected by plurality vote of participating 
voters. 

a. If no candidate running receives a majority vote for President, Vice-President, 
Treasurer or College President, a run-off election will be held for that office between 
the two candidates receiving the most votes. 

b. In case of a tie, unless one (1) of the candidates in question is willing to concede to 
the other in writing, a runoff election will be held to determine a winner. 

8. The date any runoff election will be set by the Elections Commission with the approval of 
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f. Undergraduate students shall have a minimum course load of nine (9) credit hours 
and remain enrolled with at least nine (9) hours during the regular semester(s) while 
in office. Graduate students shall have a minimum course load of six (6) credit hours 
and remain enrolled with at least six (6) hours during the regular semester(s) while in 
office.  Both of these provisions are subject to the following exception: Graduate 
students may be enrolled for a minimum of three (3) credit hours during his or her 
last semester.  

g. Uphold and abide by the SGA Bylaws, the Constitution, and all other rules of the 
Student Government Association during candidacy and while in office. 

2. Filing for Candidacy  
a. In order to file for candidacy, the candidate must submit:   

i. A completed application. 
ii. A current transcript. 

b. A Candidate Petition is defined as an application for individuals intending to run for 
either a Big Three or Senate seat.  

c. Candidate Petitions shall become available at the dates specified in Section Two of 
these Rules.  

d. All candidates must complete the appropriate Candidate Orientation session and 
may not engage in campaigning of any sort prior to said completion. 

e. The candidate’s name, as registered with the university, will be placed on the ballot. 
The Elections Commission will consider any exceptions or special appeals. 

f. If a candidate files more than one petition, the petition filed the latest will prevail 
over the other(s).  

g. It is the responsibility of each individual candidate to submit their Candidate petition 
form to the SGA Office. No person may submit a Candidate Petition form on behalf 
of another person. A candidate who is unable to submit their application in person 
shall make arrangements to do so electronically.  

h. After a candidate’s application packet has been submitted, no person will be allowed 
to have access to that packet unless: (1). That person is the SGA Advisor, the SGA 
Secretary, or a member of the Elections Committee; or (2). That person obtains 
written permission from one of the person mentioned in 6a above to access the 
packet.  
 

Section 5: Party Regulations 

1. A group of candidates may register with the Elections Commission to run as a party and may 
be identified on the official ballot as being affiliated with that party. Candidates who do not 
join a party ticket shall be listed on the ballot as “independent.” 
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i. The party name.  
ii. Big Three members associated with the party. 
iii. The seat they seek.  
iv. 
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2. Party Formation Process  
a. Big Three candidates wishing to form a ticket must submit their Party Petition 

according to the deadlines set earlier in these Rules. These tickets may then engage in 
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b. Big Three Candidates may engage in all reasonable activities during the recruitment 
period, but may not engage in campaigning. The Elections Commission shall issue 
guidance on what qualifies as “reasonable activities.” 

2. Locations Where Campaigning is Permitted 
a. All forms of traditional campaigning shall be limited to: 

i. The University of Louisiana at Lafayette Campus, 
ii. Land owned or controlled by the university, 
iii. Land owned, leased, or rented by a university recognized organization and 

occupied by the organization.  
b. All campaigning on university property, or on the property of university recognized 
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12. 
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f. In-person campaigning in residence halls is strictly limited to the entrance lobby of 
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ii. A public Facebook group is defined as those serving multiple organizations, 
or those that exist to facilitate the exchange of goods and services and have a 




